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"SECULAR STATE" IN RUSSIA, IN IDEOLOGY 
AND PRACTICE OF THE BOLSHEVIKS 

The report deals with issues of emergence and formation of the «secular state» in 
relation to the common European history. Proceeding from the common regularities, 
the author considers history of the «secular state» in Russia, the periods of the so-called 
Duma monarchy, Provisional Government and in most details – the Soviet period of 
1917–1920. In the confessional policy of the Bolsheviks such components are singled 
out as conceptual and legal basis, and the practical activity of the specialized state bod-
ies. Each of such activities is described and analyzed. The main conclusion of the au-
thor is to acknowledge the secular principle of the state as a value that ensures consen-
sus in the society related to the question of existence of worldview diversity. 

Key words: clerical state; secular state; separation of church from the state; Soviet 
confessional policy; religious organizations in Soviet Russia; Bolsheviks and religion. 
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BOLSHEVIK-STYLE CHRISTOLOGY 
DURING THE YEARS OF CIVIL WAR IN URAL 

The article reveals one of the less known chapters from the period of Civil War in 
Russia related to the popular appeal both in the collective consciousness and in the 
Bolshevik propaganda of the ideas of Communist Christianity. The Bolsheviks in Rus-
sian provinces perceived their activity as embodiment of Christian ideals. In that histor-
ical situation – under conditions of revolution euphoria – this looked quite natural and 
consistent. Large number of documented sources, confirming author’s conclusions, are 
introduced into scientific discourse. 

Key words: neochristianity; churchless Christianity; religion and Communism; 
Governorate Executive Committee; Governorate Committee of the Russian Communist 
Party (Bosheviks); priests obliteration; separation of church from the state; female 
councils; antireligious dispute. 
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«CONSIDER THE ISSUE OF TERROR 
IN A WIDER PERSPECTIVE» 

The penal policy of the Bolsheviks was initially aimed against ideological oppo-
nents – parties that had recently been their allies in struggle with Tsar supremacy. Then 
physical and moral terror was extrapolated onto the society as a whole and in the first turn 
onto its thinking part – intellectuals. The view of V.I. Lenin and other leaders of the Bol-
shevik party which seized power in Russia on October 25, 1917 presupposed total control 
of the state over all spheres of social and political and spiritual life of the country. The 
article is dedicated to the analysis of documents related to the problematic of forming the 
system of struggle against dissidence during the first years of the Soviet rule. 

Key words: opponents; political parties; intellectuals; the Bolsheviks; All-Russian 
Extraordinary Commission; elite; terror; exile. 
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MUSEUM AND SOCIETY: EXPERIENCE OF IMPLEMENTING 
EXXIBITION PROJECTS DEDICATED TO THE HISTORY 

OF THE PERM EPARCHY 

The report comprises experience of exhibitions created by the museum that are 
dedicated to the history of the Perm eparchy based on unique documents and articles 
from private archives and collections. Visitors of the exhibition were presented with 
authentic articles and documents related to the purges against clergy during the period 
of the Civil War and the Great Purge in 1937–1938. 

Key words: Perm eparchy; clergy; terror; purges. 
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RED TERROR IN WHITE OMSK: REGARDING ISSUE 
OF REPRESSIVE ACTIVITY OF OMSK EXTRAORDINARY 

EXECUTIVE GOVERNORATE COMMISSION 
AFTER COLLAPSE OF KOLCHAK REGIME 

Based on the analysis of historians’ works, recollections of the public security of-
ficers (chekists), as well as known data that were not duly interpreted from the reports 
of Omsk Extraordinary Governorate Commission, the scale of the Red Terror in the 
former capital of the White Russia is assessed; the Red Terror was held by the Extraor-
dinary Commission after Omsk had been captured by Red army troops. 

Key words: All-Russian Extraordinary Commission, Red Terror, political purges, 
white officers, Omsk. 
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FIRST POLITICALLY MOTIVATED PURGES IN PERM 

The paper considers history of the first politically motivated purges of the Soviet 
power and issues of emergence of specialized repressive bodies. The first purges aimed 
at and were directed against representatives of opposition parties and the clergy. When 
the Extraordinary Commission appeared, purges were becoming more and more wide-
spread and military units were established to perform these purges. 

Key words: purges, Soviet power, All-Russian Extraordinary Commission, church, 
Perm, shootings, archbishop. 
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SOCIAL PORTRAIT OF DISENFRANCHISED-
COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY (BASED ON MATERIALS 
FROM THE STATE ARCHIVE OF SVERDLOV REGION) 

In this paper an attempt is made to research disenfranchised-counterrevolutionary 
people. The main source is personal files of those who applied for restoration of electoral 
rights in 1920–1930ss. Study of composition and peculiarities of personal files allowed to 
reveal reasons for restricting political rights of the specific categories of Soviet citizens, so-
cial situation of the disenfranchised as well as their place in the new Soviet society.  

The conducted research brought to conclusion that restriction of electoral rights, 
that was initially considered as forced and temporary measure for protection of socialist 
revolution, in fact became a tool for settling personal scores and cleavage of the society 
into full-fledged members of the Soviet state and «former» citizens. 

Key words: disenfranchised, purges, history of Ural, counterrevolutionaries, elec-
toral rights. 



92 

«  »,     
 ,     , 

        -
  .     -

        -
.    «  »  : 

       – . 
,      -

 ,       
      

  ,     -
  «     » [12]. 

,   1918 .    , 
   ,    , -

 ,     ,  
   ,     -

 ,     ,   
   [7].  

  ,    [10], 
      , 

       -
.      ,    -

 ,       
        -
     -

 ,      
.   ,   . . -

,       
[9, . 3].        -

         
,    .   -

 1920-  .      
     ,   



93 

   ,     
, , ,  , -

     – , -
, ,       -

    .  
       

    1936 .,   
 .        -

       -
   ,      . 

      -
     .  

        6, 
7, 8  9,     15 001  : 
3956       , 6873 –   

 , 1051 –      , 1362 – 
, 1631 –     .  

     -
  1990-  . –       -

     ,   , 
   .       

    –   -
     ,  

     . .    -
 ,    -

. ,  1994  1997 .     
 «    »,   

    , -
   .    -

      -
 ( .  , . . , . . , . . , 

. . , . . , . . , . . )   
«    (   )»,   
1996 .,        



94 

       
( , ,   . .) [14].  

 2000-  .  ,   
   -   

 ,         
       

.      -
   – . . , . . -

, . .  [1; 9; 10]. 
       

     – -
     -

      -
   .  1631    

 ,      , 
        

163 .        ,   
  .  

      -
      -

: , , , , -
   ,    -

     (  – 
),      -
 .  

       -
       :  -
   -     

     ?  
  , ,   ,  -

  ,      -
,   –  , ,   . 

  ,    -
 ,      1922 .: 



95 

«    , -
       

-       
  -  , 

        -
 ,       

      
       , 
,    . . » [15]. -

  1926 .      « -
»      

:   ,     -
      «  ». -

 ,       
   ,  

      
  . 

     ,  -
  «   »   -
    .    -

       -
.        

        -
  «    », «    

», «   »  .  
    ,  -

       -
     ,    
 ,     , 

     . -
,         

  ,     
       -



96 

,           
  .  

       « -
»,      .  

          
 : «     -
 ,    ,    

    .    -
 <…>,   ,  ,      

 ,  <…>       .  -
     .    

      ( -
  / ,      

 )    » [5, c. 5]. 
       

,   ,    -
 « ». ,   -   
  ,       , 

 , : «1.    1931 .    
     . 2.     -

            
. » [6, c. 3].       

     -
.   ,    -  -
   , .  

  -   -
,  ,      -

   1880–1890-  . .  -
  –  44 ,    ,    
    .   (24 %) -

-     20 % – -
.       . , 
  ,  15 %,   



97 

 ,  .   
  ,   , -
  ,   -

.     16 % -
,  25 %        -

 ,    . 
     ,  -

  « »      
  ,     , 

        . 
       -

   – , , , -
        , 

    ,     -
     . -

,        -
  ,   1930 .   

: «   /   ,     
   ,    ,   

 » [5, c. 7].  
,     , 

      . 
      . ,  -
     -

,      ,   
   «   » [2, c. 8].  
 ,        -

   ,    « -
  »,    ,   -
   «    -

   »  22  1930 .  -
  c     «   

       



98 

 ,   ,    -
,  :     ,   

 ,   ,   
,    ,   

   ,   ,  -
   » [13].    -

,   ,    ,   -
 –      .    

       -
  .   –    
     1933 .: «    1931 .   

             
    ,    

         11  
,    » [3, c. 7].  

 ,    -
,  ,    

   ,     -
   –   -

 ,    « »  -
       

 ,        
 .     -

    ,   ,   « -
    »  70 % -
-   , -

    .  
   « » ,  -

   – ,  
   , - , -

   «      -
 »,  - ,     -
  ,    [16],  

  . 



99 

  

1.  . .      
(1918–1936) (       -

). : , 2012. 155 . 
2. . . 7. . 1652. 
3. . -88. . 6. . 112.  
4. . -88. . 8. . 181.  
5. . . -88 . 8. . 676. 
6.        : . 
. .: 25–26  1994 . : -  , 

1994. 140 . 
7.    10  1918 .  4.  13. 

. 65 [  ] // - . URL: http://constitu-
tion.garant.ru/history/ussr-rsfsr/1918/chapter/13/#block_4500 (  -

: 05.04.2017). 
8.   1936 . [  ]:  -

  . URL: http://constitution.garant.ru/ 
history/ussr-rsfsr/1936/red_1936/3958676/chapter/11/#block_1011 (  

 12.04.2017). 
9.  . .    : 

     (1917-  – 
 1930-  .). : -   -

 . 1998. 178 . 
10.  . . «…    » : -
    -  -
      (  1920-  – 

 1930-  .) // . . : . . . -
, 2011. . 34–44. 

11. «   ,  , , -
  ,        

 »  19.12.1917 [  ] //  
. URL: http://istmat.info/node/28274 (  : 

10.10.2018). 



100 

12.    2  1918 .   -
     //   

     . ., 
1917 – 1918.  86.  

13.    -
  «     -

  » [  ] //  
. URL: http://istmat.info/node/49581 (  : 

10.10.2018). 
14.    (   ): . 

 / . . . . . : , 1996. 256 .  
15.     01.06.1922 . [  

] // . URL: http://www.consultant.ru/cons/cgi/on-
line.cgi?req=doc&base=ESU&n=3006#0 (  : 01.10.2018). 

16.  .  .  -
    30-  : . 2-  . .: , 

2008. 336 . 
 



101 

   –   
 , . - . 

 
Konyvets Anna Valentinovna – Senior Scientific Officer
of the State Hermitage Museum, Saint Petersburg. 

   «    » 

          
  ,   ,  ,  -

  ,        -
 . 

 : - , , , -
 ,  ,  ,  , -

 . 
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Based on archive documents and published materials, the article describes crea-
tion of the Museum of Revolution in the Winter Palace, the former emperor’s residen-
cy, foundation of holdings of the museum, its exibits and about its relations with the 
State Hermitage Museum. 
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URAL INTELLECTUALS IN THE STRUGGLE 
FOR THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY IN 1917 

The article considers issues of Ural intellectuals struggle for the Constituent Assembly 
in 1917 – early 1918. New political freedoms and opportunities activated the intellectuals for 
various forms of struggle for the Constituent Assembly – from participation in political 
struggle to leadership in political parties.  
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RECEPTION OF ANTIQUE HISTORY IN THE SOVIET 
HISTORICAL DISCOURSE OF 1920 – EARLY 1930S 

In the presented article an it is attempted to perform analysis of the Soviet historical 
discourse of 1920–1930ss with the purpose of revealing representation of antiquity studies 
by Soviet historians. Views of some antiquity scientists, key state ideological directives in 
the field of history as well as work of state institutions through the example of the State 
Academy of Material Culture (SAMC) are considered within the framework of the article. 

Key words: historiography, Soviet antiquity researchers, theory of «slaves revolu-
tion», SAMC, Stalinism, antiquity. 
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FROM THE HISTORY OF RELIGION DEVELOPMENT: 
RELATIONSHIP OF THE MENSHEVIKS TO CHURCH 

IN THE FIGHT AGAINST THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION 

The article presents information about verbatim record of report «Mensheviks 
and Church in the Fight Against the October Revolution» by B.V. Kandidov at the 
meeting of Antireligious Section in 1931 which is kept with the Archive of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences in the holdings of the Institute of Philosophy of the Communist 
Academy under the Central Executive Committee of the USSR. In his report the author 
considers issues of the Mensheviks relation to religion and religious organizations as well 
as their common struggle against the Soviet rule. L.R. Dunayevsky, D.M. Aranovich, 
A.S. Serebrovsky participated in the report discussions and debates. 

Key words: church, history, Mensheviks, October revolution, archive, document, 
Russian Academy of Sciences. 
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THE FATE OF CHURCHES AND PRIESTS 
OF CHERDYN COUNTY DURING THE FIRST DECADE 

OF THE SOVIET RULE 

Events that occurred in the town of Cherdyn and its county in 1918–1920ss are 
considered on the basis of materials from the archive and library of Cherdyn Regional 
History Museum: arrests and shootings of priests, closing of churches and seizure of 
church valuables, antireligious propaganda. 

Key words: church, priest, decree, newspaper, famine, help, arrests, propaganda. 
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